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Eagle Valloy Trout Unlimited hold their firat annual general membership meeting last night at Barry Creak
Middie School. Dawn Witlin photo,

TU sparks Valley revival

Eagle Valley Trout Unlimited first membership
meeting promotes waterway conservation

By Dawn Witlin
Special o he Mountainaer

The Eagle Valley Chapter of
Troast Unlimited held its lirst aamnial
generpl membership meeting sinoe
it wis reactivated in January last
night at Berry Creck Middie School
in Edwards.

The rechaptering of EVTU in
January, an effort that began roagh-
I¥ bwo years apo, resalted from the
hird work of board members, local
businesses and community mem-
bers; =aid Chapler President Alan
Schaeler,

Foen Neubecker, president of Caol-
oredo Trout Uinlimited, highlizhied
the importance of Trout Linlimied’s
mission o protect, conserve nnd re-
store stile wiberwiys. ]

"Oine of our poiding principals
is: *If you take care of the fish. the
fishing will take core of iself,™ he
fand,

Nucbecker went on to detail the
sliile"s miassive system of water die-
livery from our reservoirs, or “'di-
versions, ind need [or pwareness
of their environmental impact.

“Most people don't have nny idea

thie extent of the diversions in the
wister from the Colorado Basin over
i the Front Range, bub it comes
with o heavy cost and oo oficn we
have been avoiding those costs,”
said Muchecker.

Miehecker used the MofTat Sysiem.
Denver: Waier's Norhem Delivery
Syuter, bsan exiunple of thal Gost.

The Mofial System divens waicr
irom ihe  Fraser River, nomied the
ekt endangered river i the coiminy

A our of 31 of Denver’s waler
diverstons from the. Fraser ang pot
recjiiired i be replenished, which es-
sentinlly kills everyihing downstneam
and causes waterways doy uip.

“There's not that much left of the
Fraser.”" snid Muebecker,

The consequences of incressed
witter diversions in the state canse
redoced Aow in the Fraser, Colori-
doy, Willliaums FPork and Blue Bivers,
lethnl water temperntures snd de-
graded water quality, among other
dire scenarios,

“The rivers con suffer this Kmd
of thing on an occastonal basis, 6s
long as they have waler on other
years from which (o feed,” snid
Muebecker, “We're on the venpe of

an enting ecosystem collupse in the
headwntersof the Colorado River,”

Muebecker wrapped up the pre-
sentation with a.call to action.

“a& lot of people L2l me thal this
litile program [ give is depressing ™
he zaid. "To me whit's depressing
15 Fadlre o do something. Don™i gel
depressed; get invilved.”

Muchbecker encouriged members
(o8 keep up with Moffal and Windy
Giap projects; write their legishi-
tors, alonz with the US Corp of
Engineérs, o prompl them ko pay
piention o community impacts -of
wilerwiny diversions.,

"As n culture, we've got-a long
history of passing the buck.” he
smid “We'ne the generation thit has
o heal with i, and we con’l pass il
on toour kids as it be too late.”

The evening conclisded with the
wetion of various items, mcluding
w Cledrwater 2 iy ood donoted by
Fly Fishing Chtfitters, which ent
out i Avon member Ales Beck

You can become o member of
Engle Vallewv Trout Unlimited by
visiting caglevalleytu org. For more
information, comiact  Schacfer at
alex @oaglevalleyti.ong.




